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TRIBUTE TO LIEUTENANT
GENERAL SUSAN S. LAWRENCE

HON. MAC THORNBERRY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 1, 2013

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to an exceptional officer of
the United States Army, Lieutenant General
Susan S. Lawrence. Currently serving as the
Army’s Chief Information Officer/G—6, Lieuten-
ant General Lawrence will be released from
active duty after more than 41 distinguished
years of active Federal service on December
1, 2013. From enlisted private to three-star
general, Susan Lawrence has personified the
Army values of duty, integrity, selfless service
and dedication to country. Many of us on Cap-
itol Hill have enjoyed the opportunity to work
with General Lawrence on a wide variety of
Army issues and programs, and it is my privi-
lege to recognize her many accomplishments.

General Lawrence, a native daughter of Ida
Grove, lowa, joined the Women’s Army Corps
at age 18. After five years of exemplary serv-
ice, at the urging of her mentor, Maj. Gen.
Mickey Marks, then-Sergeant Lawrence de-
cided to make the Army a career. She at-
tended college, she earned a commission and
she committed herself to the Signal Corps.
Since that day in 1977, Susan Lawrence has
positively impacted the lives of thousands of
soldiers and civilians, commanded at every
level and done the nation’s bidding around the
globe. From Korea to Germany; from Oper-
ation Desert Thunder in Kuwait to three tours
in Qatar under Operation Iragi Freedom, Gen-
eral Lawrence has provided the U.S. Army, Air
Force, Navy and Marine Corps, as well as our
coalition partners, the Signal and information
technology support essential to mission suc-
cess.

For the past five years, General Lawrence
has been deeply involved in modernizing the
Army’s network, including redesigning its infra-
structure and greatly improving security and
defense to ensure that soldiers and decision
makers have the information they need when
they need it regardless of their location. At a
time when information technology has become
ingrained in every aspect of the military’s day-
to-day and combat operations; and cyber war-
fare has moved from the realm of science fic-
tion to one of the country’s greatest real-time
threats, Susan Lawrence has been out in
front, pressing hard to make sure that the na-
tion has a 21st century Army capable of de-
feating any enemy, whether face to face on
the ground or in the ether of cyberspace.

Throughout it all, General Lawrence has
paid special attention to the men and women
who defend the United States. She has
mentored countless military and civilian per-
sonnel, helping the Armed Forces to retain the
best and brightest. And, she has shown spe-
cial care for the families of those who wear a
uniform, always striving to improve their qual-
ity of life and offering a comforting shoulder in
times of need.

For 41 years, Lieutenant General Lawrence
has provided outstanding leadership and
sound counsel on numerous critical issues of
enduring importance to the Army and our na-
tion. She is a truly remarkable officer and cit-
izen. On behalf of the Congress and the
United States of America, | thank Lieutenant
General Lawrence and her entire family for the
commitment, sacrifices and contributions they
have made throughout her honorable service.
Congratulations on completing an exceptional
and successful career.

——————

COMMEMORATING THE 65TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF FATHER DUENAS
MEMORIAL SCHOOL

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 1, 2013

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to commend and congratulate Father Duenas
Memorial School on its 65th anniversary as
Guam’s premier Catholic all-male college—pre-
paratory high school.

Father Duenas Memorial School was estab-
lished on October 1, 1948, four years after the
school's namesake, Father Jesus Baza
Duenas, a Chamorro priest with unwavering
loyalty to his faith, parishioners, and country,
was martyred during the Japanese occupation
of Guam. Father Duenas was born in the vil-
lage of Hagtha on March 19, 1911, and or-
dained a Catholic priest in 1938.

As enemy forces began the occupation of
Guam in 1942, American priests were taken
as prisoners of war, leaving Father Duenas
and the late Father Oscar Calvo to tend to the
spiritual needs of more than 22,000 Catholics
who remained on the island. Father Duenas
was appointed Pro-Vicar of the Vicariate on
Guam, putting him in charge of all Church af-
fairs during World War Il. Throughout the oc-
cupation, Father Duenas inspired many
Chamorros to remain hopeful that Guam
would be liberated from enemy occupation.

Four years following the Liberation of Guam
by American forces, Bishop Apolinaris W.
Baumgartner established Father Duenas Me-
morial School as a minor seminary for young
men preparing to become clerics and a col-
lege preparatory education for others. FDMS
opened on October 1, 1949 near the site
where Father Duenas was executed.

Throughout its history, FDMS has educated
many of Guam’s young men who have made
numerous contributions to our community.
These young men continue a strong tradition
of excellence and their work has contributed to
Guam’s growth in the Asia—Pacific region.
Many FDMS alumni have succeeded in their
chosen careers. Today, many of Guam’s
church and government leaders, business and
medical professionals, military officers, and
leaders of charitable organizations are grad-
uates of FDMS. The school promotes in its
students a strong sense of public service and

commitment to improving the communities
they live in. A key characteristic shared among
FDMS alumni is their dedication to improving
the quality of life for our people and our com-
munity.

Again, | join the FDMS community in cele-
brating its 65th anniversary. | wish FDMS con-
tinued success, and | am confident that this in-
stitution of faith and learning will continue its
commitment to providing a high—quality edu-
cation to the young men of Guam. May they
always remain “Strong in the Faith.”

MISSISSIPPI COLLEGE

HON. GREGG HARPER

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 1, 2013

Mr. HARPER. Mr. Speaker, Mississippi Col-
lege—the oldest institution of higher learning
in the state of Mississippi and the second old-
est Baptist university in the United States—re-
cently celebrated the opening of its 187th
school year. Since 1826, Mississippi College
has provided students from across the state
and around the world an education informed
by Christian values, and was the first co-edu-
cational institution in the nation to grant a de-
gree to a woman.

The university has a long and distinguished
history of educating future public servants,
counting current leaders in federal and state
government among her alumna, including Mis-
sissippi Governor Phil Bryant as well as both
my wife, Sidney, and me. Through service to
the Board of Trustees, U.S. Representative
Alan Nunnelee and Order of the Golden Arrow
recipient Gayle Wicker, wife of U.S. Senator
Roger Wicker, have provided exceptional lead-
ership to the university’s presidents through
the years. Located in Clinton, Mississippi, Mis-
sissippi College is a proud constituent of the
U.S. Representative BENNIE THOMPSON.

For 64 years, students have received exem-
plary training in areas of speech, media, public
relations, theater and related practices in the
Mississippi College Communication Depart-
ment. Founded in 1949 by Drs. Hollis and
Julia Todd as the Department of Speech, the
current Communication Department presented
diplomas to hundreds of students who have
subsequently experienced personal and career
success in their chosen fields. Among its
alumni, the department prides itself in seeing
former graduates become leaders in fields as
diverse as business and ministry, education
and journalism.

The faculty of the Mississippi College Com-
munication Department embodies dedicated
and sustained service to the university and its
mission. In fact, only three individuals have
chaired the department over the span of its 64
years: Dr. Hollis Todd, Dr. Billy Lytal, for
whom the annual student scholarship fund is
named, and current chair Dr. Cliff Fortenberry.
With a teaching philosophy built around the
practical application of theory and curriculum,
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departmental faculty are teachers first, individ-
uals who view their service at Mississippi Col-
lege as an investment in their students’ lives
and in their community.

The Mississippi College Communication De-
partment currently enrolls undergraduates in
interpersonal and public communication, jour-
nalism, mass media, public relations, and the-
ater concentrations, and offers graduate de-
grees in journalism, health services commu-
nication, professional communication in sports,
and public relations and corporate commu-
nication. Leading in innovative online class-
room offerings, the communication department
partners with other academic departments to
offer unique degree programs to meet student
and market demands.

With a current enroliment of over 5,000 stu-
dents and future leaders, Mississippi College
is known as a university recognized for aca-
demic excellence and commitment to the
cause of Christ. The faculty, staff, students
and alumni of the Mississippi College Commu-
nication Department are proud to fulfill this vi-
sion as the department enters its 65th year of
service.

———

CONTINUING APPROPRIATIONS
RESOLUTION, 2014

SPEECH OF

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Saturday, September 28, 2013

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise in op-
position to this reckless plan to shut down the
Federal Government. House Republicans are
playing games with people’s lives—with hun-
dreds of thousands of federal employees and
with the people around the country who de-
pend on the services they provide. And they
are doing this in order to prevent millions of
Americans from signing up for more affordable
health care.

My colleagues know that this legislation
cannot pass the Senate, and that the Presi-
dent will not sign it. That is why they have of-
fered legislation to ensure that our military per-
sonnel and the Defense Department civilians
who support their work will continue to get
paid even in the event of a government shut-
down. And while | support that measure, |
would expand it to include all federal employ-
ees, whose work is no less essential to the
operations of our government and, in many
cases, to our national security. This bill ig-
nores those federal employees who protect
our borders, care for our wounded service
members, work to discover treatments and
cures for diseases, and provide vital services
that touch virtually every American family.
They should not be pawns in this political
game, and should not go without pay because
the Congress cannot do its job.

| urge the Speaker to bring up a clean con-
tinuing resolution without extraneous and un-
related poison pills so that we can avoid this
shutdown and keep the government working
for the American people.
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HONORING DON SIMS
HON. AUSTIN SCOTT

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 1, 2013

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to acknowledge and honor Don
Sims, President of the Thomasville-Thomas
County Chamber of Commerce, on his retire-
ment. He retires today, October 1st, 2013,
after 25 years of valuable service to his com-
munity.

Mr. Sims has dedicated himself as a true
public servant to Thomas County, working to-
ward promoting economic and industrial devel-
opment in the community. His outstanding ca-
reer also includes honorable military service
as a combat platoon leader in Vietham, where
he was awarded the Bronze Star for Valor,
Bronze Star for Meritorious Service and the
Purple Heart.

Mr. Sims is a longtime Rotarian and serves
on many educational and non-profit boards in
Thomasville.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating Mr. Don Sims on his retirement, and we
wish him the best of success in his future en-
deavors.

————————

ON THE OCCASION OF THE SEV-
ENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF
NEW LIBERTY BAPTIST CHURCH
OF DETROIT, MICHIGAN

HON. GARY C. PETERS

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 1, 2013

Mr. PETERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize the congregation of
New Liberty Baptist Church of Detroit, Michi-
gan as it celebrates seventy-five years of fel-
lowship and service in its community.

New Liberty was founded in 1938 by a small
and dedicated group of Detroit residents who
sought a local house of worship where they
join together in spiritual fellowship with their
neighbors. From its humble beginnings, the
congregation of New Liberty has grown and
prospered with increasing membership and
more outreach programs. In its mission to
serve the Detroit community, the congregation
of New Liberty has called many sites home,
but regardless of its location, the members of
New Liberty have never wavered from their
determination to help their friends and neigh-
bors. In its seventy-five year history, New Lib-
erty has had just four pastors: its first pastor,
Reverend J.B. Coates; Reverend E.A.
Rundless; Reverend J.L. Stevenson and cur-
rently, Reverend Maurice Stimage, Jr. To-
gether with his First Lady, Renita, Pastor
Stimage has been providing spiritual guidance
and leadership to the congregation of New
Liberty since his arrival in 2006.

New Liberty has been dedicated to service,
even when it requires sacrifice. Throughout its
history, the congregation of New Liberty has
not only worked to obtain a stronger spiritual
bond, but also reached out into the Greater
Detroit community to strengthen it and support
residents that are in-need. To carry out its
mission, the congregation has created many
ministries that assist members and the broad-
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er community with a wide range of issues from
bereavement and arts programs to youth em-
powerment and support of senior citizens.
Through its commitment to service, the con-
gregation of New Liberty has been able to im-
pact the lives of so many people in Southeast
Michigan and improved the vitality of the com-
munity.

Mr. Speaker, over its seventy-five year his-
tory, the congregation of New Liberty Baptist
Church has been true to the tenants of the
Baptist faith and service. At a time when face
such significant economic challenges, con-
gregations like New Liberty are on the front
lines, holding neighborhoods together and car-
ing for the community at large. | congratulate
Pastor and First Lady Stimage, as well as the
congregation of New Liberty on achieving this
great milestone in their church’s history and
wish them success as they continue to make
a difference in the lives of others in the Great-
er Detroit region.

————

COMMENDING HEALTHSOURCE RI
FOR EXPANDING ACCESS TO
HEALTH INSURANCE

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 1, 2013

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, | am ex-
tremely proud to report that HealthSource RI
officially opened for business today, allowing
individuals, families and small businesses
across the Ocean State to begin enrolling in
their health insurance plan of choice. While a
majority of states opted not to operate a
health insurance exchange of their own,
Rhode Island chose to be a leader in creating
a state-driven, integrated marketplace that will
provide quality, affordable health insurance
coverage for its citizens.

We have come a long way since passage of
the Affordable Care Act, and it has been no
small task to reach this critical juncture. |
would like to commend the leadership, vision
and collaboration of Lieutenant Governor Eliz-
abeth Roberts, former Health Insurance Com-
missioner Christopher Koller, current Health
Insurance Commissioner Dr. Kathleen Hittner,
HealthSource RI Director Christine Ferguson,
and countless others who have worked tire-
lessly under the auspices of Governor Chafee.
| would also like to thank our health care part-
ners throughout the community who have con-
tributed their resources and expertise to this
endeavor.

While many challenges remain in our mis-
sion to increase access to health insurance
coverage for thousands across the state, it is
one worthy of our best efforts. HealthSource
RI will allow individuals and small businesses
to shop for insurance based on transparent,
competitive pricing. The online tools make it
easy-to-use, and their staff is ready to field
questions and concerns from Rhode Islanders
who are shopping for health insurance. All
Americans deserve high-quality health care,
and the state exchanges will enable them to
tap into those services.
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IN HONOR OF GEORGE T. PAPPAS,
SR.

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 1, 2013

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is
with a heavy heart and solemn remembrance
that | rise today to pay tribute to a great man
and close friend, Mr. George Theodore
Pappas, Sr. Mr. Pappas passed away on Sep-
tember 21, 2013. Funeral services were held
on Tuesday, September 24, 2013 at 11:00
a.m. at Bonaire First Baptist Church. He was
interred in the historic Andersonville National
Cemetery.

Mr. Pappas was born on January 25, 1936
in Washington, D.C. to the late Theodore and
Constance Pappas. During the Vietham War,
Mr. Pappas proudly and honorably served his
country in the United States Air Force.

Even after retiring from the Air Force, Mr.
Pappas continued to serve his country loyally
and devotedly. He served as Chaplain of the
Disabled Veterans Association and worked
tirelessly within the community to advocate
and care for our Nation’s veterans.

Most important to Mr. Pappas was his stur-
dy and enduring relationship with the Lord. He
was a longtime member of Bonaire First Bap-
tist Church.

Maya Angelou once said, “A great soul
serves everyone all the time. A great soul
never dies.” We are all so blessed that Mr.
Pappas passed this way and during his life’s
journey did so much for so many for so long.
He leaves behind a great legacy in service to
all the veterans, families, and members of the
community whose lives he touched.

Mr. Pappas has achieved numerous suc-
cesses in his life, but none of this would have
been possible without the grace of God and
his loving wife, Priscilla; their children, Doro-
thy, Stacey, and George; grandchildren, Chris-
tina, Ryan, Cassaundra, Brendon, Austin,
Alexa, Olivia, Tucker, Ella, and Lila; and sister
Athena.

The race of life isn’t given to the swift or to
the strong, but to those who endure until the
end. Mr. Pappas has run the race of life with
grace and dignity and God has blessed him
over his lifetime.

Mr. Speaker, my wife Vivian and I, along
with the more than 700,000 people of the Sec-
ond Congressional District salute Mr. George
Pappas for his outstanding service to his
country and to his community. | ask my col-
leagues in the House of Representatives to
join us in extending our deepest sympathies to
Mr. Pappas’ family, friends, and loved ones
during this difficult time. We pray that they will
be consoled and comforted by an abiding faith
and the Holy Spirit in the days, weeks, and
months ahead.

———
CELEBRATING THE 14TH ANNUAL

COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH
ARTS SHOW

HON. RAUL M. GRIJALVA

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 1, 2013

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of the 14th Annual Community Mental
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Health Arts Show, being held October 8-10,
2013, during Mental lliness Awareness Week

Congress established Mental lliness Aware-
ness Week in 1990 to educate and increase
awareness about mental illness. In Tucson,
Arizona, the Community Partnership of South-
ern Arizona (CPSA) has proudly organized the
Annual Community Mental Health Arts Show
as part of Mental lliness Awareness Week for
14 years. The Arts Show, which is free of
charge and open to the public, features the
artwork of children and adults receiving behav-
ioral health services, and individuals employed
in the behavioral health system.

The Center for Disease Control and Preven-
tion estimates that 50 percent of adults will ex-
perience a mental illness in their lifetime and
that one in five children are living with a men-
tal illness. In addition, 23 million Americans
are facing the challenges of substance abuse.
Countless findings confirm that mental health
has a significant economic and societal im-
pact. Mental health conditions are the second
leading cause of workplace absenteeism, cost-
ing the U.S. economy $79 billion annually in
lost productivity. Substance abuse can spread
infectious diseases such as hepatitis and HIV/
AIDS. Furthermore, substance abuse has a
proven link to high crime rates, increased
court costs, and overcrowded prisons.

Recovery programs integrating holistic
therapies are respected for creating the most
meaningful and sustainable outcomes. Pro-
viding an opportunity to create and showcase
visual art fosters peer support, builds con-
fidence, and reduces the intensity of symp-
toms, while providing a safe and supportive
environment for adults and children who are
recovering from a mental illness or substance
abuse issues. The Arts Show also promotes
mental health education, generates awareness
and helps diminish stigma.

Effective mental health treatment and pre-
vention benefits the community as a whole.
On average, every $1 spent on taxpayer-fund-
ed substance abuse treatment yields a $7 re-
turn in reduced costs of crime and increased,
taxable employment earnings. Mental health
treatment and prevention increases health and
wellness, reduces medical costs, and has a
positive effect on overall productivity, which
benefits individuals, families and communities

As the Regional Behavioral Health Authority
for Pima County, Arizona, CPSA is dedicated
to ensuring that individuals and families re-
ceive accessible, high-quality behavioral
health services that are member and family
driven, recovery oriented, respectful of cultural
differences, and foster hope and self-deter-
mination.

Mr. Speaker, | encourage my colleagues to
join me in recognizing Mental lliness Aware-
ness Week and the 14th Annual Community
Mental Health Arts Show.

HONORING MR. WAYNE BILLIE

HON. JOE GARCIA

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 1, 2013

Mr. GARCIA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
offer Mr. Wayne Billie my best wishes on his
66th birthday.

Throughout his life, Wayne has been a
strong, dedicated leader who has made signifi-
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cant contributions to the Miccosukee Tribe of
Indians and the State of Florida.

As a judge of the Miccosukee tribal court,
Wayne Billie led a distinguished career com-
mitted to upholding justice. Through his work
to protect the Everglades, Wayne has helped
to protect and preserve one of our country’s
national treasures for future generations.

As a tribal elder of the Miccosukee tribe,
Wayne has continued to demonstrate the
same love of community and commitment to
public service that has defined his life.

Wayne is truly deserving of our greatest re-
spect and admiration. Again, | offer him my
best wishes on his birthday

———

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 1, 2013

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $16,738,183,526,697.32. We've
added $6,111,306,477,784.24 to our debt in 4
years. This is $6 trillion in debt our nation, our
economy, and our children could have avoided
with a balanced budget amendment.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE OAK-
LAND COUNTY CHAPTER OF
JACK AND JILL OF AMERICA
FOR THIRTY-FIVE YEARS OF
SERVICE

HON. GARY C. PETERS

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 1, 2013

Mr. PETERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to congratulate the members of the
Oakland County Chapter of Jack and Jill of
America, Inc. as they celebrate thirty-five
years of service to Southeast Michigan.

Seventy-five years ago, Jack and Jill of
America was founded by Marion Stubbs
Thomas, a mother and concerned member of
the Philadelphia community, who organized
twenty other neighborhood mothers concerned
about the well-being of their youth during the
Great Depression. From a small community
group, the Jack and Jill organization quickly
grew to ten chapters by 1946, and today there
are more than 220 chapters across the United
States with over 30,000 members. For the last
thirty-five years, the Oakland County Chapter
of Jack and Jill has been an important part of
the organization’s infrastructure in Michigan,
providing support to at-risk children and fami-
lies.

Over its three and a half decades of service,
Jack and Jil’'s Oakland County Chapter has
been a leading voice in the Greater Detroit re-
gion in the effort to promote the development
of youth with a strong appreciation of good
citizenship and community stewardship. Jack
and Jill has achieved this goal through its sup-
port of programs that advance the virtues of
social, cultural, educational, recreational and
community service opportunities for youth.
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Specifically, as it creates projects that fulfill
vital needs in the communities of Southeast
Michigan, Jack and Jill carefully crafts those
projects with service roles for both youth and
their parents. Through the example set by
their parents, youth are instilled with a deep
appreciation for the value of helping their
friends and neighbors.

The programs that Jack and Jil’'s Oakland
County chapter supports have had a profound
impact on the communities of Southeast
Michigan. Each year, Jack and Jill sponsors a
blood drive with the American Red Cross that
provides local health services organizations
with a vital lifesaving resource. Jack and Jill
has also brought in resources from the Jack
and Jill Foundation that have enabled local
Boys and Girls Clubs and the Pontiac Library
to better serve their communities, as well as
assist the Southfield Field Zone Leadership
program and provide community prep courses
for college-bound students taking the ACT
exam. Additionally, Jack and Jill supports col-
lege-bound students with scholarships.

Mr. Speaker, | am truly proud to have so
many outstanding community organizations
like the Oakland County Chapter of Jack and
Jill of America in my district, and it is with
great appreciation for its ongoing commitment
to creating a better future for the Greater De-
troit region that | congratulate its members on
thirty-five years of service.

—————

REPUBLICAN GOVERNMENT
SHUTDOWN

HON. JOYCE BEATTY

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 1, 2013

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, | oppose this
politically-manufactured government shutdown.

By shutting down the United States govern-
ment, House Republicans have proven that
they are willing to gamble with both the eco-
nomic security of hundreds of thousands fed-
eral employees and of our nation.

A government shutdown is a serious matter,
with real-world consequences.

While Social Security checks will go out to
current recipients, the 180,000 people who
visit a Social Security office will find that they
are understaffed. Their questions will go unan-
swered.

The Small Business Administration’s ap-
proval of loans will be put on hold indefinitely.
Some 28 million American small businesses
will no longer have access to federally-as-
sisted loans or technical assistance.

This government shutdown has forced us to
shut the door on the American people. The
most vulnerable among us, our seniors, vet-
erans, and our children, will suffer the most.

It is time for Republicans to put aside par-
tisan politics and work with Democrats so that
we can re-open the federal government for
business and put our nation back on the road
to economic prosperity.

| strongly urge the House to adopt the Sen-
ate-passed Continuing Resolution  without
delay.
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PASS A BUDGET
HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 1, 2013

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, | voted to
reject the Republican’s short-term, piece-meal
funding bills for some, but not all, of the fed-
eral government. While this effort has a super-
ficial appeal, it is being used to prop up a ter-
ribly flawed policy that ignores the wide array
of services that the federal government pro-
vides to families, to our children, to the envi-
ronment, and to businesses across the coun-
try.

The Congress should instead take up a
clean CR to fund our government, rather than
holding it hostage to healthcare laws enacted
three years ago and now going into effect—
freeing families from insidious practices such
as lifetime limits on health insurance cov-
erage, providing coverage for individuals with
pre-existing conditions, expanding coverage
for children, and ensuring that all insurance
policies cover basic, critical services.

| urge my colleagues to pass a clean fund-
ing bill and reject this cynical ploy.

—————

RECOGNIZING MYKE REID ON THE
OCCASION OF HIS RETIREMENT
FROM THE AMERICAN POSTAL
WORKERS UNION (APWU)

HON. DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 1, 2013

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to pay tribute to Myke Reid on the
occasion of his recent retirement from the
American Postal Workers Union (APWU).

Since 2004, Mr. Reid served as Legislative
and Political Director of the American Postal
Workers Union, advocating on behalf of our
nation’s postal service. In addition to serving
as Legislative Director, Mr. Reid held various
roles with the APWU and played an integral
role in passing important legislation, including
the Family & Medical Leave Act and reform of
the Hatch Act.

Myke Reid began his career with the United
States Postal Service in 1976 as a clerk in
Norfolk, VA. From the beginning, Mr. Reid was
an active member of the Norfolk local union,
serving as newsletter editor, steward and local
business agent. Mr. Reid’s dedication and
passion for legislative reform won the admira-
tion of his fellow union members, and he
quickly rose to the position of state legislative
director and state president.

In 1984, Mr. Reid came to our nation’s cap-
ital to work on a legislative campaign to pro-
tect Social Security. In 1985, he was ap-
pointed as a Special Assistant to then-Presi-
dent Moe Biller, and continued in that role until
1992, when he was selected to fill the newly
created position of Assistant Legislative Direc-
tor for the APWU. In 2004, he was elected to
serve as APWU’s Legislative and Political Di-
rector.

Mr. Reid worked tirelessly on behalf of our
nation’s postal workers to advocate for decent
pay and benefits, safe working conditions, and
respect and dignity on the job. Mr. Reid also
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played an essential role in passing reforms to
the Federal Employees Retirement System
Act, the Spouse Equity Act, the Postal Em-
ployees Safety Enhancement Act, and the
Veterans Employment Opportunities Act. The
enthusiasm that Mr. Reid brought to his work
has earned him respect throughout the halls of
Congress and with APWU members. He has
truly set the bar high for those who follow in
his footsteps.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me in congratulating Myke Reid on this occa-
sion and in commending him for his service
and his work to represent the interests of
America’s Postal Workers and working fami-
lies across the nation.

———————

150TH ANNIVERSARY OF RANKIN
RANCH

HON. ED WHITFIELD

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 1, 2013

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to draw to the attention of the House of Rep-
resentatives the 150th anniversary of the
Rankin Ranch located at the end of Califor-
nia’s southern Sierras in northeastern Kern
County. This quiet “old west” community in
the little mountain valley of Walker Basin is
home to the historic 31,000 acre Rankin Cattle
and Guest Ranch now under the operation of
the 4th, 5th and 6th generation of the Rankin
family.

The Quarter Circle U Rankin Ranch was
founded by Walker Rankin in 1863. Walker
married Lavinia Estelle Lightner in 1868, lay-
ing the foundation for the family that has made
cattle their family passion for generations. The
ranch has evolved with the nation, serving as
a stage stop for the overland mail route in the
1870s.

The years have brought times of triumph
and times of tragedy, including a car accident
that claimed the life of Walker and Lavinia’s
son and daughter in law in 1929. Similarly in
1954, after the sudden death of third genera-
tion, Leroy Rankin, at age of forty-two, his wife
Helen ultimately decided to continue her hus-
band’s lifetime work and was thrust into the
family business. But her new perspective
would prove useful to the business, when in
1965, Helen decided to diversify by adding a
guest ranch to her cattle operation.

Today, Bill and Glenda Rankin and their
children, and their grandchildren all live on the
ranch, and run both the cattle and guest ranch
businesses.

| am proud to recognize the Rankin Ranch
and the six generations of Rankins that have
worked to ensure the survival of one of Cali-
fornia’s oldest and largest family owned
ranches. Like thousands of other guests at
Rankin Ranch, | have fond memories of the
beauty of the countryside and great respect
for the hard work and dedication of the Rankin
family. Since 1863 they have been superb
stewards of this magnificent land and gracious
hosts for a public anxious to experience life on
a ranch.

Congratulations on the 150th Anniversary of
Rankin Ranch—a true American treasure.
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